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July 18,2000

TheHonorableJanetReno
AttorneyGeneral
United StatesDepartmentofJustice
Washington,D.C. 20530

DearMadamAttorneyGeneral:

A very long time agoI providedtheJusticeDepartmentwith what I believeto be
significantinformationaboutVice PresidentGoreandhis knowledgeofimportant
aspectsof the 1996campaignfinancescandal. Forsomereason,you havechosento
ignore this information. It wasmy hopethat you would follow up on theinformation
provided. However,you haveinterviewedtheVice Presidentfive timesandyou have
failed to aska singlequestionaboutthis matter. Therefore,I feel compelledto raisethis
issueonceagain.

But for this Committee’ssubpoenato obtaininterview transcriptsof thePresident
andVice President,theAmericanpeoplewould nothavelearnedabouttheJustice
Department’sfailureto askthePresidentaboutforeignmoney,orthe failure to askthe
Vice PresidentabouttheHsi Lai Temple. But for this letter,theAmericanpeoplewould
nothavelearnedthatyourJusticeDepartmentis completelydisinterestedin askinga
singlequestionaboutwhat appearsto beasuggestionby theVice Presidentto show
illegally fundedpolitical advertisementsto Indonesianbillionaire JamesRiady.

Thenewinformationthat you havechosento ignoreis perhapsmoredeeply
troubling thananyofthe informationthat hasbeenpublicly disclosed.Thefact that your
CampaignFinanceTaskForcechosenot to asktheVice Presidentaboutthis information
whenit re-interviewedtheVice Presidentearlierthis yearis astounding.Thereis no
excusefor ignoringthis evidence,just asthereis no excusefor yourwaitingnearlyfour
yearsto askthePresidentaboutforeignmoneyorasktheVice PresidentabouttheHsi
Lai Temple.



I providedtheJusticeDepartmentampletime to askquestionsaboutthis new
evidenceand yourinvestigationdid nothing. Therefore,let meexplain again,sothat at
leastthereis a public recordof yourhavingbeenputon notice,why I amsoconcerned.

Afier failing to complywith thisCommittee’sMarch 4, 1997,subpoena,the
WhiteHousefinally wasforcedto turn over videotapesofWhite Housefundraising
events.TheWhite HouseprovidedpoorqualityVHS tapesof Betarecordings. Among
thematerialproducedby theWhite HousewasavideotapeofaDecember15, 1995,
White Housecoffee. TheCommitteerecentlysubpoenaedtheoriginal Betatapeofthe
event,andtheaudioportionof this tapeappearsto indicatethat Vice PresidentAlbert
Gore,Jr. suggestedthat DemocraticNationalCommitteeissueadvertisementsbeplayed
for Indonesianbillionaire JamesRiady. TheVice Presidentapparentlystates:

We oughta,we oughta,weoughtashowMr. Riadythe
tapes,someofthead tapes.

Apart from thePresident,andperhapssomefundraisers,theonly guestatthis coffeewho
knewMr. RiadywasIndonesiangardenerArief Wiriadinata. His father-in-lawwasa
partnerofMr. Riadyandhe illegally gave $455,000to theDemocraticNational
Committeein 1995 and 1996. GiventheVicePresident’sapparentlocationin theroom—

andtheapparentlocationofMr. Wiriadinata— it is a reasonableassumptionthat Vice
PresidentGorewasmakingthis suggestionto Mr. Wiriadinata. It would indeedbe
extraordinaryfor theVice Presidentto suggestshowingpolitical issueadvertisementsto
anIndonesianbillionaire wholives in Jakarta,Indonesia.

You shouldalsobe awarethat— accordingto theVice President’srecentsworn
testimony— just fourdaysbeforetheVicePresidentmadethis statement,hewasin
Chicagoshowingtapesofthe issueadvertisements“for thepurposeof discussingthe
mediafundwith likely contributors.”1 Thus, in theVice President’smind, therewasa
clearnexusbetweenthepolitical advertisementsandpolitical contributors.Thus,one
logical conclusionis thattheVicePresidenthadanunderstandingthat therewasabenefit
associatedwith showingMr. Riadytheissueadvertisements.

At aminimum,it is deeplydisturbingthat theJusticeDepartmenthasfailedto
takethispieceofpotentialevidenceseriously. TheVice Presidenthasneverbeenasked
aboutthisexchange.Fundamentalfairness,it would seem,requirestheJustice
Departmentto atleastaskquestionsto seeif theVice Presidentdid indeedsuggest
showingpolitical advertisementsto Mr. Riady. Furthermore,it is my hopethatyou will
asksuchquestionsin thenearfuture,andnotwait aslong — threeyearsandsevenmonths
— asit tookto raisetheHsi Lai Templematterwith theVice President.

Theapparentstatementby theVicePresidentto Mr. Wiriadinatasuggestscertain
basicquestionsthat shouldhavebeenaskedat leastthreeyearsago:

1. Did theVicePresidentmakethis suggestionto Mr. Wiriadinata?If so,why?

Transcriptof CampaignFinancingTaskForceInterviewwith Vice PresidentAlbertA. Gore,Jr.,

November11,1997.
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2. Did Mr. Riady’s moneyhelppay for theDemocraticNational Committeeissue
advertisements?

3. Did Mr. Goreknow anythingaboutMr. Riady’s campaigncontributionsandhow
theyrelatedto theissueadvertisementcampaign?

4. In his JusticeDepartmentinterview, theVice Presidentstatedthathehadseen
JamesRiadyonly “twice in my life.” Oneof thosetimeswasin Malaysiaand the
othertime was“when he wasin Betty Currie’s officepreparingto go in to seethe
Presidentwith acoupleofotherpeople.”2 TheVice Presidentdoesnot describe
thetypeofrelationshipwith Mr. Riadythatwould leadhim to suggestapnvate
screeningofpolitical advertisementsin Jakarta,Indonesia.Therefore,if the Vice
Presidentmadea suggestionaboutshowingtapesto Mr. Riady,whatdid heknow
aboutMr. Riadythat would leadhim to makethissuggestionin thepresenceof
Mr. Wiriadinata?

5. If Vice PresidentGoremadethis statement,what did VicePresidentGoreknow
aboutMr. Wiriadinata’srelationshipwith Mr. Riadythatwould havemadehim
comfortablewith thesuggestionaboutshowingMr. Riadyissueadvertisementsin
Jakarta,Indonesia?

6. Why haveyoursubordinatesavoidedquestioningVice PresidentGoreaboutthese
matters?At aminimum,it wouldhavebeenrelativelysimpleto haveat least
raisedthe issue. YouhaveinterviewedVice PresidentGorefive times andnot
oncehasanyoneaskedaquestionaboutMr. Wiriadinata.

7. Haveyou refrainedfrom askingquestionsaboutthismatterbecauseofconcerns
aboutaskingtheVicePresidentquestionsthat wouldbedifficult for him to
answerduring an electionyear?

Whenthis tape— onewithheld from this Committeeby theWhiteHousefor a
considerableperiodof time, I might add — wasbroughtto theattentionof theJustice
Department,I expectedyourinvestigatorsto moveforwardwith dispatch.Unfortunately,
nearlyhalfayearhaspassed,andI amconcernedthatyourDepartmenthasbeensitting
on importantinformationin orderto benefitthePresidentandtheVice President.

As I havesaidrepeatedlysinceweobtainedthePresident’sandVicePresident’s
FBI interviewsummariesin 1999, I havegraveconcernsthat yoursubordinatesfailedto
askimportantquestionsofthePresidentandVice Presidentfor so long. A threeyearand
sevenmonthdelayin askingtheVicePresidentasinglequestionabouttheHsi Lai
Templeis inexplicable. While you sayfrequentlythat an independentcounselfor the
campaignfinancescandalwasunnecessary,I amleft onlywith thefactof questionsnot
askedandleadsnot followed. Yourprosecutorswerecomplainingoflegal
“gamesmanship”and“contortions.” At thesametime, otheradviserswereleaking
informationbeneficialto friendsofthePresidentanddefendantsin prosecutions.In
addition,while this wasgoingon, you weregiving thePresidentandVicePresident

2 TranscriptofCampaignFinancingTaskForceInterviewwith Vice PresidentAlbert A. Gore,Jr.,April 18,

2000,atpp.109-110.
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preferentialtreatmentby failing to asknecessaryquestionsor subpoenadocuments.
WhentheVice Presidentwantedto releaseevidencethat you had withheld from
Congress,you were complicit. Furthermore,your subordinateshavestill failed to
subpoenaimportantdocumentsfrom theWhite House.

To recapitulate:

• JohnHuangtestifiedthat Mr. RiadyallegedlyofferedthePresidentonemillion
dollars in 1992for his Presidentialcampaign.

• Mr. Riadydid in factprovideat least$800,000in illegal campaigncontributions
to theClinton-GorecampaignandtheDNC.

• Mr. Wiriadinataandhis wife gaveatleast$455,000in political contributionsto
theDNC over ashortperiodoftime.

• Vice PresidentGoreappearsto suggestthat “we” shouldshowthepolitical
advertisementsmadein late 1995 to anon-citizenliving in Jakarta,Indonesia.

• TheVice President,just daysbeforeheappearsto havemadethis suggestion,was
usingthepolitical advertisementsto showpeoplewhattheirpolitical
contributionswerepayingfor and,presumably,to encouragethemto give more.

• ElevendaysbeforeVice PresidentGoreappearsto makethis statementto Mr.
Wiriadinata,JohnHuangbeganworkingat theDNC.

Your recordin thecampaignfinanceinvestigationis unfortunate. I watchedyour
testimonyrecentlyaboutcampaignfinancematters. Thethingthatstruckmewasthe
completedivergencebetweenwhatyou said,andwhathasactuallyhappened.Thefacts
all supporttheplainconclusionthatyou havefailedto do evena minimally competent
job. Eachtimeyou talk aboutthecampaignfinanceinvestigationyou talk aboutthe
indictmentsbroughtby theJusticeDepartment.Yet, to me,you soundlike thecaptainof
theTitanic explaininghowthewatermaybecold,but thingsaren’tso badbecausethe
first halfofthetrip wentfairly well. From my perspective,andfrom theperspectivesof
someoftheseniorlawyersin yourown investigation,it appearsthat you havetreated
seniorpolitical officials differentlythan low level conduit contributors.
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Now that it is 2000, ataminimum,pleasetakea seriouslook attheDecember15,
1995,WhiteHousecoffeetapeanddetermineif theVice Presidentdid indeedmakethe
following statement:

Weoughta,weoughta,we oughtashowMr. Riadythe
tapes,someof thead tapes.

If you areinterested,theCommitteeon GovernmentReformhastheoriginal Betatape
andI wouldbewilling to makearrangementsto furnishthis evidenceto you.

cc: TheHonorableHenryA. Waxman
TheHonorableMembers,Committeeon GovernmentReform
Louis Freeh,Directorof theFederalBureauof Investigation

DanBurton
Chairman
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